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A TS Sermon was preach'd upon 
: Ei pl your joint Application, and comes 
E bhus into the World at your united 
22 Nene. If any will preteud to 
1 ind out in what was deliver d to 
Jou bigotry-to a Party Intereſt, I think they 
mut torture my. Mords; and am ſure they 
| will diſcover what was wholly foreign to my 
Deen. Tis to be hopd our common Chriſ- 
| Hanity will not be thus charg d by any who 
are not ſunk into downright Infidelity ; I go 
10 further than to wiſh ang endeavour your 
| Confirmation in the Faith once deliver'd to 
| the Saints, and that Holineſs of Heart and 
| Life without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
A 2 Lord. 


j 


y DEDICATION. E 
Lord. For Aceuracy and Politeneſs I neva 1 1) 
Laid Claim to them, Touhave here the Thought: i ( 
bf a Friend, who. is truly concerned for you 
Welfare: and I am thankful that (plain 
ly as they-are-dreſsd) they have met with 
| great Candour, nay more, the ſtrongeſt Proof: 
of your Affection. May my reverend Father, 
whiſe he ſtands umder the Burden of this Work 
alone, be remarkably ſupply d, and ſtrenghthend 
from above; and every further Proviſion tha i ** 
ſhall be made for you, be effetiually bleſs d g 
him who alone teaches to profit. May the 
uta Exerciſe you encourage, improve gau I 
daily in Divine Light and Knowledge, in 
Love to God, and an abundance of the Faun E 
of Righteohſneſs; way you. thus be ſtabliſſid, 
ſettled, that you may adorn Religion, enjoy 
much of its Comforts, and ripen apace for that 
Glory, that is the End of our Faith, and Hope; Wa 
Theſe are the Prayers : 


Grays-Im Lane, 3 
mW 26. 1723. FA Of your ſincere Friend 
and Servant, 


T Se James Woon, 


2 PETER III. 17, 18. 


Tetberefore, beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe Things be- 

fore, beware left ye alſo being led away with the 

Error of the wicked, fall from your Stedfaſtueſs. 

© But grow in Grate, and in the Knowledge of our 

Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt : to him be Glory 
both nom and for ever. Amen. 


Its ja | 

HE Apoſtle Peter has very honoura- 
0 ble Mention made of him, in the 
5 L New Teftament Hiſtory, tho” there are 


no Footfteps here of that Supremacy 
H claimed for him by the Church of 
© Rome, in Virtue of which her Biſhops as his Suc- 
ceſſors have long lorded it over God's Heritage. 
He appears to have had a quick Apprehenſion, 
ſolid Judgment, great Affection, and a truly lau- 
dible Zeal, in the Things of God: and when we 
think of the diſtinguiſhed Favours ſhewn him by 
our Lord, before his Death, and after his Reſur- 
rection, we muſt allow him to have been a Man 
© greatly beloved. e 
By a voluntary Agreement among the Apoſtles, 
Peter has thoſe of the Gireumcifion committed to 
his Care :. He was now advanc'd in Years, could 
dot without great Difficulty viſit them in Per- 
ſon, becauſe of their Diſtance from each other, 


F. 


0 D. 


* 


| Gal. ii. 7,8, 9. 
"ER 


for 


68550 
for they were ſcatter'd through the ſeveral Citie: 
of the leſſer ia. To make Amend for this, 
he communicates his Mind in the way of circular 
Letter: In this he-principally endeayours, by a 
varicty of proper Arguments, to perſuade them 
to a patient and chriſtian Behaviour under thoſe 
- Sufferings, which were likely to attend their Pro- 
feſſion; ſubjoining fit Direckions for their Con- 
duct in Relative LiſJ. . 
Some learned Men who allow the firſt Epiſtle 
to which his Name is prefix d, to have had Peter 
for its Author, plead the difference of Style to 
warrant their excepting againſt this fecond Epil- 
tle's being pen'd by the lame Hand: but when 
we obſerve of its Author that he calls himfelf ex- 
preſſly Simon Peter ©, affirms of himſelf that he is 
an Apoſile d, was one of the Witneſſes of our Lord's 
Transfiguration, that he had wrote a former Epiſil 
to the ſcatter'd Strangers; when to this we add 
that the ſame Deſign is purſued thro? both Epiſtles, 
this latter being profeſſedly indicted for ftirring up 
their pure Minds by way 0 — there 13 
more than enough to obviate the Objection, even 
granting the Particular objected to be more ſtrict 
true, than it is in Fact. i tort Þ 
This holy Man foretels, in this Epiſtle, the 
Corruptions in Doctrine and Life that \ſhould 
diſturb the Church, when his Head would be laid 
in the Duſt. He takes notice of the Artifice and 
Subtlety, by which their Seduction would be at- 
tempted, whom he had endeavour'd to eſtabliſh 
in the Faith of the Goſpel, with the Deſtructio 
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Dr. Prideaux ſuppoſes the ſcatter d Strangers to whom Pete 
writes, to have been deſcended from thoſe Fews who were tranſ- 
planted from Babylon, and placed in the Cities of leſſer 4/ia by 


Antiochus King of Syria, about 200 Years before the coming of 


Chriſt, 


E Ibid, -* 2 Pet, ij, 1. Ibid. 


that 


; La 
dat ſhould overwhelm thoſe” Deceivers. He 
peaks of ſome who ſhould run ſuch Lengths, of 
Profaneneſs as to banter the Notion of our Lord's 


7 ſecond coming: An Article frequently and ex- 
1 preſly mention'd by the ſacred Writers; the ex- 
ploding which opens the Door to all manner of Li- 
5 | centiouſneſs, as one very apt and powerful Mo- 
„tive to an holy Life is taken from the firm Be- 
bef of it. He tells us that with plauſible but ſo- 
- phiſtical Reaſonings, they would pretend to juſtify 


F themſelves,” and make Proſelytes of the ignorant 
and unwary. By Ko of Prevention, he takes 
„ cheir Arguments to Pieces, ſhews their Fallacy 
n and Inconcluſiveneſs; and then cloſes his Letter 
x- © with the moſt affectionate Counſels, in order to 
their remaining ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, mau- 
d's gre the Policy of the more ſecret and lurkin 
ple 13 of the Truth, and all the Eſſays of its 
dd open barefac'd: Oppoſers. 12 555 
es, e therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe Things 
up before, i. e. that the Judge will certainly come, and 
8 GScoffers as well as more ſecret and crafty Hereticks 
ven ariſe, beware leſt ye alſo, whole Settlement in the 
y Doctrines of the Goſpel, and in Practical Religion 
l have faithfully labour'd, being led away as others 
the have been, with the Error of the wicked, fall from 
ud your Stedfaſineſs. That ſo great an Evil may be 
= avoided, grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be 
Cory both now and for ever. Amen. 
Il appear in this Place, at this Time, to take my 
Leave of a Society of young Perſons, whoſe Im- 
— © ex. in ſanctifying and ſaving Knowledge I 
have endeavour'd through a Courſe of above five 


trad. Years Services among them. You can witneſs 
{ſia for me, that under bodily Infirmities, I have con- 


tinued in the delightful Work to which you 
| Fhoſe me. My Withdrawment from you at laſt 
tha | | is 
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: five of their main Imendmen and Defign. Such u 


Stedfaſtmeſe: I; 


GY 
Is; not of Choice, but Neceſiny: : the Spirit u 
willing, but the Flaſb is weak. rn bers 
I could not think of any Paſſage; more expteſ· 
ſive of my good Withes for you, thari this which D 
I have read. God — that by the gaod Fruit, WW 
OY poll yg 03/9 a e to have ben good 


ES; —_—_ * a theſe Heads a8 comprehen- loved 


: Fc the | 

1. The Apattts: Gppoles its ro be pode fl 
. Cafe, het ſuch profes {been under his In- ke 
ſtructions, and theſe biet to the beſt Pur· 0 h. 
| poſes, might, yet be 1 in Danger of ſo falling : the C 
NG the Error of the wicked, as thereby to be vance 
mov'd from their Stedfaſtneſs. ferrir 
Trut 


1 He looks upon himſelf oblig'd to warn et! 
them, that Ny might be upon their Guard; i teme 
and help to their pt 


abliſhment by his belt fal 
* Beloved, bewart, grom is Grace, aul 1 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and Savio Disc 
Feſus Chriſt. noty 
III. He intimates where we are to look for Suc- S 73k 
ceſs, when we have done our Duty, by directing WW Teac. 
us to whom we ſhould addreſs our Praiſes. 77 l fes, 
im, i. e. to this Lord and Saviour] ein ert 
EY be Glory bath now A for ever. NG asc 
a i a 4. | R 
We e LL | Bro 
I. Tis lippoe'd 55 the Apotiic to "ar à poſſible fhei- 
Caſe, that eh as had been under hisInftruRions, Dos 
and Theſe hleſs'd to the rs Purpoſes, Iufli 
might yet be in Danger. led away with 


the Error of be wicked, n as to fall from their 


Fo $ 
'% + 


3 It 


( 9) 


It is not unlikely that this Apoſtle had been a 


6 piritual Father to many of thoſe whom he remem- 

bers with ſo much Tenderneſs in his Epiſtles. By 
rel. his perſonal Miniſtry they might have been brought 
— to the Knowledge of the Truth. The Stile he 


Z uſes won't allow us to doubt of their being truly 
een good; he diſtinguiſhes them from the Erroneous 
and Profane, uſing the kind Compellation of Be- 
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Ul 7 /;ved more than once in his Addreſſes to them. 
1 a © Nay, without carrying our Views farther than I 
„the Paſſage before us, we have ſufficient to ſup- Wl 
wle port our Aſſertion. When he exhorts them to bo | 
In- grow in the Knowledge of Chriſt, he ſuppoſes them _—_ 
ur to have already a competent Acquaintance with 1 
ing the Goſpel Revelation: as biabrefing them to Ad- if 
be vancement and Progreſs in Grace, warrants our in- 1 
ferring their being before Partakers of Grace in 
Truth. And if he did not apprehend them at pre- 
a ſent come to a good Degree of Stability and Set- 
rd; tlement, he would not uſe the Phraſe of their 
del falling from their Stedfaſtneſß. 
_ Well, theſe intelligent, gracious, confirm'd 


Diſcciples, are not look'd upon as out of Danger, 
EZ notwithſtanding what was written to 3 
chem, and the good Work already begun in their 
uc Hearts. Falſe Prophets were to ariſe, and falſe 
I Teachers who ſhould privily bring in damnable Here- 
fes, even denying the Lord that bought them s; Scof- 
= fersh, who ſhould buffoon fo clear and important 
en. a Scripture Truth, as that of the coming of Chriſt. 
Though we might be ready to think, that the 
„„ Broachers of ſuch Hereſies, would only foam out 
ble their only Shame; and that the Mention of their 
Doctrines, was in itſelf an Antidote againſt their 
Influence, the Apoſtle lets us know that the Cafe 


——— 


EI. — 


"$2 Peter ji. 1. * Peter iii. 3. 4. 


B would 


—— — — 


if they who had eſcap'd the Pollutions of the Mord, 


o immutable Things. That all ſhall be kept 10 


far left, in both theſe Inſtances, as to wound Re- 


„„ 

would prove otherwiſe in Fact: for that anſtable 
Souls ſhould be heguiledi. Tg 

Nay, though theſe Errors in Principle ſhould 
be attended with the utmoſt Diſſoluteneſs of Life, 
they that ſpread them walking after the Fleſh, in 
Riot, and the Luſt of Uncleanneſs; yet the Apoſtle 
aſſures them that many. ſhould follow their pernici- 
ous Ways, of whom they might hope better Things, 
many by reaſon of whoſe Profeſſion, while thus 
profane: the Ways of Truth would be evil ſpokey 


> 


Now, what Reaſon can be given for the Apol- 
tle's cloſing his Account, as he does, Beloved, | 
Have given you to know theſe Things, that ye might 
beware, if however incautious, and fecure, they 
could not be led away with the Error of the 
Wicked ? If ſuch who at preſent had ſound Under- 
ſanding, could not be work'd into a Defection 
from the Faith by thoſe who lay in wait to deceive; 


through the Knowledge of Chriſt, could never more 
be entangled and overcome; the Caution here given 
muſt be needleſs, and impertinent. Xx 
It's true, that God's Love and Covenant ar 


Salvation, whom Faith has united to the glorious 
Author of it. Conſequently none of thoſe ſhall 
die in a damnable Error, as they ſball not backſlide, 
with a perpetual Backſliding. Yet inſtead of being 
high-minded, we ſhould fear, leſt we ſhould be ſo 


on irſelf, and rob our Souls of the Comforts eve 
it: and this we're then only ſecur'd againſt, PA 


when we uſe the proper means for our Preſerva- Þ | 
tion. The Foundation of God ſtands ſure, having i Pro 
2 Peter il, 14. a Peter il. 2, 10. 


this 


of whom Peter was one, upon their enquiring af- 
ter the Signs of the laſt Times, falſe Chriſt's k, 

ariſe, and. falfe Prophets, they ſhould do Wonders, 
to ſeduce, if it were poſſible, even the Eleft : but 
tate heed (ſays he) behold I bave foretold you all 
© Things). The good Shepherd gives the Signal, when 
be ſees the Wolf, and he is an Hireling who quietly 
ſuffers the Wolf to catch or ſcatter the Flock. The 
* Apoſtles fear'd not the odious Characters of hot 
and wncharitable, but exhorted every Man, warned 
every Man, as thoſe who would keep themſelves 
Pure from the Blood of all Men. 


1 


= this Seal the Lord knoweth who are his. Chriſt's 
hes p ſball hear his Voice, and follow him, to whons 
it ſpall be given, to know the Myſteries of his King- 
dom, whom hell lead into all neceſſary Truth; yer 
there is no room to impeach the Veracity of God, 
if as the Puniſhment of Careleſneſs, Negligence, 
Pride, he ſhould ſuffer us to fall into Errors of 
E Judgment, or Practice, becauſe there is Duty re- 
quir'd on our Part, in doing which, not in the 
Omiſſion of it, we are to expect the Bleſſing pro- 
mis'd on his. K l e 


This ſhall ſuffice, as to the firſt Obſervation. 
J go on to the 


II. The Apoſtle looks upon himſelf oblig'd to 


varn thoſe, whoſe Danger he foreſaw : and to 
contribute to their further Eftabliſhment by his 
beſt Advices, Beloved, beware (lays he) grow in 
© Grace, and inthe Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jae Crit. 


Our Lord himſelf tells ſome of his Diſciples, 


ould 


Probably Peter might have told many of theſe 


g proſelyted Jezus viva voce of the Corruption and De- 


1 
L It 


1 Mark xiii. 22, 22. | 3 
_ fect io 


Mo * 2 * — A= — — ñ — ——— U— 


612) 

fection that ſhould happen in the Church: Howeven 
it ſhall not be in their Power to ſay they were ſe 
duced for want of having notice of their Danger, 
they ſhall have fair Warning under his Hand, 
who was now about to leave the World, to be a 
Memorial to all after Ages, of his AﬀeGtion and 

Fidelity. 
Under this Head, we may profitably ſpeak to 

theſe two Particulars. 

Firſt, I'll open this Advice given by the Apo 

tle as to the Matter of it. 


Secondly, I'Il ſhew you its Aptnels and Pro- 
priety. 


F thus 
be / 
: | 


com 
giver 


chen 
Such 
7 little 


L as to the Subſtance of his Advice, it may be i 


reſolv'd into the following Heads. 
Firſt, He adviſes them to be upon their Guard: 


zo watch and pray, that they enter d not into Teny- 
ration. This is much the ſame with that Caution 
Paul gives the Corinthians, let him that thinketh le 

*Twas while Mi 
ſlept, that the Enemy ſow'd his Tares: and if we . 
would not run into hurtful Miſtakes in Doctrinals, 
ſwallow Poiſon inftead of the ſincere milk of th 
Weigh what 
try it 


ftandeth, take heed left be fall m. 


Word, weſhould prove all Things. 
we hear in the Balance of the Sanctuary: 
by the Standard. To the Law and to the Teſii- 


mony, if they ſpeak not according to this Word, it | 4 


is becauſe there is no Light in them". 


Be mindful (fays Peter) of the Words which bk: 
Were ſpoken before by the holy Prophets, and of tbe 
Commandment of us the Apoſtles ' of the Lori 
Believe not every Spirit, but 
try the Spirits n they are of God. Now, mult 


and Saviour o. 


not our Senſes be ſpiritually exercis'd, if we would 


— — 


— 


155 E * | thus 


F (13) 
er, thus P diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil? between 
ſe. the Doftrines of Chriſt, and the Commandments of 
er; Men? our Spirits are the Lord's; with theſe we glo- 
ac riß bim, when we labour to fee the Evidence ac- 
ea companying his Truths; that the Inſtructions 
nd given us are indeed the Word of God, which we 
then receive in Faith, and in the Love of the Truth. 
to Such Warineſs and Caution won't contribute a 
| © little to your Stability in the Principles of Reli- 
of gion. 3 
5 ; Tis neceflary in our general Conduct, to keep up 
ro- our Watch. If we would not be betray'd by the 
evil Heart of Unbelief, into Departures from the 
be Jiving God, this heart muſt be diligently obſerv'd. 
| Venturing upon the Appearance of Evil may lead 
d: on to great Trayſgreſſions : and remember there is 
- ſuch a thing as a being hardened, through the De- 
ion ceitfulneſs of Sin. David complains, that God 
had bid his Face, to his great Trouble, quickly af- 
Men ter he had ſaid, Lord, by thy Favour thou haſt made 
we BB my Mountain to ſtand ſtrong, 1 ſhall not be moved. 
aal, He that puts on his Harneſs ſhould not boaſt, as he 
the that puts it off: they know not their Danger, nor 
hat the Duty of their preſent Condition, who are for 
y it folding their Arms, and crying yet a little more 
i. Sleep. The Apoſtle reckons that it will pay Coſts, 
„ii if having done all we're able to do, for our Eſta- 
bliſhment, we ſtand. As an haughty Spirit, (oa liſt- 
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bich leſs and ſlothful one, goes before à Fall. If you 
i *—— — — as 
but W ? x John iv. . 

nuſt ! How ſhall we juſtly try Spirits or ſpiritual Pretences ? 


)uld 


wm. 


” Anſwer. By the common certain Notices of the Law and 
Light of Nature, by the infallible Words of the Spirit in Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, and Prophets: for both theſe are the ſure Word 
of God, who doth not, cannot contradict himſelf. Our Gifts 
of the Spirit are lower than the Apoſtles, and muſt be try'd by 
| theirs which were given them to record a Rule for us. Baxter in = 
1 Wout 


thus 


{245 
would not loſe the good Things already wrought in you; 


Concerns of Religion, you muſt walk circumſped. 
ly *, as thoſe who have a Rule, and keep their 


that fixed as you may now ſeem to be, yet you may 


Defection ſhould engage you to Watchfulneſs ; a 
it renders your Security not hazardous only, but 
extreamly criminal. | 

_ Secondly, The Apoſtle further directs, for pre- 
venting Defections either in reſpect of the Faith, 
or Practice of the Goſpel, that we ſhould improve 
and adyance in Grace. He had-in the. beginning 


of this Epiſtle, exhorted thoſe to whom he writes ky 
zo give Diligence, to add to their Faith, Virtue ; u t * | 
| Chriſt 
| ſon, ( 


liation 


Virtue, Knowledge ; to Knoꝛuledge, Temperauce; 1 
Temperance, Patience; to Patience, Godlineſs; 1 
Codlineſs, Brotherly-Kindneſs ;. and to Brother) 


Kindneſs, Charity. He mentions immediately af. 
ter, as the Effects of ſuch Attainments, Fruztful- 
neſs, and Stability; (Arguments fit to engage, |? 


and encourage a ſerious Mind) if theſe Things be in 


you, and abound, they make you that ye ſhall not le 
barren; but if you do them, ye ſhall never fall". 
In the Text he preſſes them to the Excrea/e of 
every Grace; that as hey had Life, they ſhould 
ſee to have it more abundantly : go on from Strength 
20 Strength, from one degree of Grace to another, Þ 


be thrown into fluctuating Uncertainties in the great 8 


& Barre. 
Eyes upon it. Admitting it to be only poſſible, | 3 
fall from your Stedfaſineſs ; the poſſibility of thi "go 
; in the 
Confo 
Stedfa 
Apoſt. 
Place. 
Thi 


until hat which is perfełt was come. In general; 


he counſels them to be ftr 


pA; 
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in the Grace of God, 
which is in Chrift Jeſus. More particularly, that 
they ſhould be clothed with Humility z that they 
ſhould love God, not only with pure Hearts, but 
fervently; that they ſhould endeavour after à full Þ 


1 (1 J ) | 

Aſurance of Hope to the End; by a flrong Faith, 
2:0 give Glory to God, their Joys being pure and ſo vi- 
gorous, as to receive no Damp from the Fig-Tree's 
Harrenneſs, or the Unfruitfulneſs of the Vine. 

In ſhort, he recommends not only their ſtriving 
to be Partakers of all the Graces of God's Spi- 
Fit, but as much of every Grace as was attainable 
in a tryal State; that they might perfect Holineſs 
in the Fear of God. 3 

It is not difficult to ſee the Influence which a 
Conformity to this Advice, would have upon our 
Stedfa ſl (the ot thing at Heart, with this 
Apoſtle, for his Friends) but of this in its proper 

Place. 3 

Tbirdly, He further preſcribes, in order to 

their Confirmation, their making daily Proficien- 

cy in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 

Cbriſt. The Knowledge of his myſterious Per- 
ſon, Offices, Undertaking, Performance, Humi- 

giation, Reſurrection, Doctrine, Example, Spirit, 
Interceſſion, Kingdom, and Judgment. The 
Knowledge of Chriſt is a large, as it is a noble 
Theam: ſo copious and important, that one of 
the greateſt among mere Men, has told us, he de- 
Etermin'd to know nothing, ſave Jeſus Chniſt. From 
the Deſign of his Advice, it is plain that Peter 
had not now in his Thoughts a cold ſpeculative 
inoperative Acquaintance with the Articles of the 
Chriſtian's Faith, and the Precepts to which his 
Life is to be conform'd: but a ſpiritual affecting 
Knowledge of Chriſt's Goſpel. He would have 
us, leaving the Rudiments, or firſ# Principles of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, to go on to Perfection. 

Lo endeavour after more full and clear Light, 
and more of its ſanctifying transforming Influence: 
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that we might be chang'd into the ſame Image, from 
Glory to Glory, by the Lord the Spirit, while we be- 
held with open Face, in his Word, as in a Glaſs, 
BH GIO... . 
Some are ever learning, and never come to the 
| Knowledge of the Truth". No wonder if they 
prove double-minded, and unſtable in all their Ways: N 
F they are toſsd to and fro with every Wind of 
Doctrine, and wither away, who have no Root in Co 
them. Search the Scriptures, ſays the Apoltle, hid: 
God's Word in your Hearts, let it dwell more richly 
in you, you have. not as yet attained, nor are you al. 
ready perfect. Follow on to know the Lord; to trace hel 
reveal'd Truth in its utmoſt Compaſs : labouring WW 
after further Convictions of the Reaſonableneſs, Ex- 
. and Adyantages of pure and undefiled R.. 
gion. „ = 
This alone is the Knowledge, by which we ar 
made. wiſe to Salvation. | 5 
Should you ſay, theſe are good Advices, but WW 
how do they appear to be pertinent? The Apo. 
tle. is Kue, aiming at the Eſtabliſhment of Wi" 
theſe Chriſtians in the Truths they had receiv'd, Ws 
the holy, ſelf-deny'd, and fruitful Life they hal are 
begun; but where is the Propriety of the Coun-We 
ſels given them? How does the exacteſt Obſervit 
tion of them tend to their Confirmation? E: 
J this, Was the  . H 
Second Thing propos'd under this Head. Fore 
iſſuing this Matter, I might ſay = 
Firſt, There is in the Nature of Things, a jul 
Connection between theſe two, between the Mean 
_ preſcrib'd, and the End propos d. ; 
For Inſtance : | Þ 
Though an unwary, a well-meaning, but les 
knowing Pefſon, falls an eaſy Prey to him wi 
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Wich cunning Craftine/3 attempts the turning him 
Wſide from the Simplicity of the Gofpel; though he 
daily expos'd to Danger, as thoughtleſs and ſe» 
Eire, furmfh'd only with Head Knowledge, and 
but poorly ſtock'd with this; will it follow that 
Wee is equally in Jeopardy who keeps up his Watch? 
not only in a gracious State, but a proſperous 
Condition as to every Grace? Is Footed and grounded 
in the Goſpel Faith? knows its Articles? and 
Wives under the Power of them? no certainly. The 
great Apoſtle Paul tells us, that Watchfulneſs will 
pelp us greatly o fand faſt in the Faith, and 10 
uit our ſelves like Men v; that Grace will eftabliſh 
be Heart *, though nothing elſe can do it: and 
the Adverfary muſt make the Attack with mani - 
ct Diſadvantage, when upon him who has been g 
taught of God, whoſe Underſtanding he has opened 
to underſtand the Scriptures. 
Again: As to Errors in Practice, if ſuch who 
4 <p a jealous Eye over their own Hearts, con- 
verſe with this World with a cautious Fear, make 
Conſcience of knowing their Maſter's Will, and 
Ware attemper'd by his Grace to an Approbation of 
on- their Work, if theſe Perſons are not hereby 
ſerv guarded againſt all preſumptuous Sins, and even an 
Iadulgence to the moſt ſecret Faults, none in the 
Word are. While actually in this Poſture of 
Fot Mind, each may apply our Lord's Words ina 
aualify'd Senſe, the Tempter, by Uſurpation he 
a juli Frince of this World, cometh, and hath nothing in 
Meas”; nothing to encourage him as to the Succeſs 
Jof his Temptations. I hate vain Thoughts, buf 
God's Lau do [love ; I dare not do wickedly, and fin 
ut leb £g2inſt him. PII lay aſide every Weight, the Sin 
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which doth ſo eaſily beſet me, run with Patience h 
Race ſet before me; Sin ſhall not reign in my morta 
Body, that I ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof, fu 
= Jam not under the Law, but under Grace. Ian 
| taught to deny all Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luft, 
| to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in the preſent 0 
World; and as an Evidence of my Uprightne(;, 1 
keep my ſelf from mine own Iniquity. E 
But E 
II. Succeſs will crown a Conformity to thel 
Advices, by the ſpecial Promiſe of God: and tha 
muſt be a very fit Preſcription, for the Succeſs of Main. 
which we have ſuch a Security. „ 
I any Man will do his Will (ſays our Lord 
he ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be 
God a. Such ſhall know, who follow on to know t 
Lord >. The Meek will he guide in Judgment, 1 
them will he teach his Ways ©; and there 7s nw 
teacheth like God. The Spirit who is the Author a 
of the Scripture Revelation, is to abide with ſul 
for ever. They are the Temples of the living Gul 
in virtue of his Inhabitation. How many, eacecd. 
ingly great, and precious the Promiſes given us? How 
warrantable the Hopes built upon his Word, on 
u; which cannot fall to the Ground unful- 
filled 1. 
Me don't ſay that a truly gracious Perſon, who 
is careful to know, and conſcientious in doing 
the Will of God, is Infallible, yet this we ma! 
ſay upon ſufficient Ground, that either he ſtal 
not be ſuffer'd to fall into deſtructive Errors; o U 
F be falls, he ſhall riſe again, be recover'd from 5 
them. His Eſtabliſhment is thus far at leaſt, 
made certain by him who cannot lie. > 
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I As to Prafiical Errors, eſpecially the groſſer 4 


1 Blemiſhes of Life, what reaſon have they, who 
fa are thorough Proſelytes to theſe Apoſtolical Coun- 
an ſels, to hope to eſcape them? God has ſaid that 
fs be loves thoſe that love him. That ſuch as wait 
ſent en him ſhall renew their Strength (their Strength 
ef, gainſt Sin, and their Strength for the Diſcharge 
of Duty) that if they live in the daily Exerciſe 
of Faith, he'll keep them, by his mighty Power d. 
ele That though they are nor ſinle/s, yet being born 
tha ef Cod, they ſhall not fin, as others, their Seed re- 
dal training in them, as Regenerate e. ; 
Happy the People who are in ſuch a Caſe : Hap- 
or py the People whoſe God is the Lord. Who ſhall 
be lo guided by his Counſel, and aided by his Spirit, 
s not to m/s their Way, in a World where the 
„ Path's /o broad, which leads to Deſtruction, and 


aon krouded with a Multitude that do Evil, while 
hor hat 7s /o narrow, which leads to Life, and they are 


ſo few that find it. 


04 But I muſt leave this, to come to the | 
reed Third Obſervation. The ' Apoſtle intimates 
lon FFhere we arc to look for Succeſs when we have 


one i E our Duty, by directing us to whom to ad- 
f Areſs our Praiſes. To him, 1. e. to the Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, in whole Grace and Knowledge 
ve are to endeavour 70 grow; to him be Glory, both 
gor, and for ever, Amen. 

le is the Fountain of Grace, in him we are 
Epleſsd with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, in Heavenly 
; ot Ving; he gives Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins; 
from 1s the Author and Finiſher of our Faith 8: That 
caſt, Faith, between which, and rhe Bleſſedneſs of 
Heaven, God has declared an indiſſoluble Rela- 
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tion: And why is the Grace of our Lord Jeu I. 
Chrift, made to expreſs the very beſt Wiſhes the form 
Apoſtles had for their Friends, if this did not dinai 
comprehend the chief Good? As he gives us eve. Mea 
ry Grace, in whom dwells the Fulneſs of the God. ¶ lie 0 
head, their Encreaſe and Perfection, by the Mi. Tea. 
niſtry of his Spirit; 'tis he makes Grace thus in; 1edee 
planted and improv'd, an effectual Means for our ¶ danc 
Preſervation: whom we are therefore to adore in mak 
its Succeſs. = If & 

Suffer me to take Notice, from this State of ſirab 
Things, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Author Cou 
of Grace, and proper Object of Glory (or divine | bitic 
Adoration) is poſſeſs'd of two as indiſputable 
Claims to Godhead, as the human Mind can con- 
ceive: but he who leads us to this religious Ho 
mage, thoroughly underſtood the Reaſon, why ai 
Men ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour ih | 
Father. = 

Here is no Room for the Diſtinction of „. 

dinate Worſhip ; nothing higher can be ſaid wher 
it is addreſſed to the Jehovah; none for makin 
the Father the prime and ultimate Object, whit 
the Son's only to be reſpected as the ſecondary 
and leſs immediate. Here is religious Worſhip e his 

3 in as lofty Terms as can be, directly pe be / 

fſented the Son: and juſtly, when he is the A is d 
thor of Grace, and has left it upon Record to th 
Confuſion of the Enemies of his Godhead, /, aut 

my Father, are one. = 
[| I have now done with the Doctrinal Part of ti 
| Diſcourſe, and ſhall H 

Fourthly and Laſtly, make a brief prafticiſn 

Application. | _ 
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5 ( 21 
u; | 1. Let us bleſs God for the Light of the Re- 
he formation. The Papiſts are depriv'd of the or- 
ot dinary Means of Grace, as they are ſtrip'd of the 
e- Means of Knowledge. They are held in Error, 
od. lie open to endleſs Cheats and Impoſtures, Their 
. Teachers take from the People the Key of Know- 
m; edge; and lock them up in a mean laviſh Depen- 
Dur dance, on fallible erroneous deſigning Men: who 
in make Gain of Godlineſs, Merchandize of Souls. 
If Soundneſs and Stability in the Faith, are ſo de- 
of fſirable Bleſſings; if to be fix'd and ſettled in a 
hor Courſe of holy Obedience, ſo worthy of our Am- 
ine  bition; if theſe depend upon a fandtify'd and ad- 
able vancing Knowledge of Chrift, bleſs'd with an an- 
on ſwerable Improvement in Grace; how ſhould our 
Ho: Hearts melt for the numberleſs wretched Captives, 
ya who are in Thraldom, in the Affairs of their 
e Souls? but let us not in pitying their complicated 
| Miſery, overlook our own Mercies. 
bo Ours in this City, great beyond what 'Thou- 
fands enjoy, even in the ſame Land. We have 
Line upon Line, Precept upon Precept. A delight- 
ful Variety, as to the Methods of Inſtruction. 
Sundry Gifts, and all for Edification, every Man 
his Bible, whither to appeal for himſelf, fo as ro 
be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, whether wha 
is deliver'd from the Lord, be ſo or not. 
In this Lecture you have had conſiderable Helps 
to furniſh you for giving an Account to him that ſhall 
enquire of the Hope that is in you, and to quality 
you for contending, in favour of the Faith of the 
Goſpe} to direct you as to the Converſation be- 
coming this Goſpel, and encourage you to Perſeve- 
rance in it. I have not in ſaying thus much, any 
eye to my ſelf. I do ſincerely profeſs, that I 
reckon: my ſelf with the meaneſt of thoſe who 
haye ſery'd you. Jet can ſay, that however un- 
- worthy, 
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worthy, I have endeavour'd to be faithful. As! 
never forbore what I judged to be the Truth of 
God, through Fear of diſpleaſing any; neither 
have I ever offer'd what appeared not to me to be 
ſuch, with a view to the ſoothing or gratifying 
any Creature. Your Practice in attending to the 
Explication of it, ſhews the Eſteem you have of 
the excellent Compoſure of the Reverend Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at Weſtminſter. While I heartily 
approve your Judgment, I muſt remind you that 
TI always endeavoured to found your Faith of the 
Doctrines contain'd in it, upon the Scriptures 
themſelves, no where ſhort of them ; and as far 
as I have gone in the practical Part, I have la- 
bour'd to convince you, that I laid no Burden up- 
on any Man, which God himſelf did not bind 
upon him; leaving you after all, to judge for 
your ſelves. Tis therefore an unrighteous Charge, 
to brand all who are zealous for this Form of ſound 
Fords, with a Detection from Proteſtant Princi- 
ples: falſe arguing in Fact, to make an high Re- 
gard to this Catechiſm, to break in upon the Re- 
verence due to the Oracles of God. 

You are under great Obligations to Thankful: 
eſs, for the Proviſions made for you, in ſpiritual 
Things, in this Evening Exerciſe. And I would 
join in the Thank-Offering, that as I leave you 
in ſo good Hands, under the Inſtructions of my 
judicious and learned Father; I have Hope that 
ny Labours among you, have not been in vain it 
the Lord. | 0. 

II. Let not that Knowledge ſatisfy you, which 
is not ſanctifying. If you only learn here to out- 
zalk other People, while your Righteouſneſs is far 
from exceeding theirs. This Head Knowledge will 
only make you more like the Deyil, who 1s yo! 
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Intelligent, yet a Devil ſtill. Many a Man has 
gone down to Hell very Orthodox; has thought 
r juſtly, but periſhed becauſe he did not act accord- 
e ingly. A right way of thinking, if it is not ac- 
g company'd with a right way of living, will but 
© | greaten our Guilt, and enflame our Reckoning. 
f I Labour for that Knowledge, which inſtead of puf- 
ig up, does edify : purifies the Heart, and en- 
y geages us to become the Followers of Chriſt, as his 
at dear Children. If we grow in Grace, as we grow 
1e Win Knowledge, our Knowledge is of the ſaving 
0s Kind; but could we ſpeak with all Tongues, and 
ar wanted Charity, (had Hearts utterly deſtitute of 
the Love of God) we ſhould be but as the ſound- 
ig Braſs, and tinckling Cymbal. 

nd As you wiſh the Reputation of this Lecture, 
or the Glory of God, the Salvation of your Souls, 
ze, ſee to it that your Knowledge is practical. That as 
na Hon have received of us, how you ought to walk ſo 
ei- to pleaſe God, ye do abound therein more and more". 
e- III. Shew the Value you ſet upon your preſent 
e- Privileges, by endeavouring to improve them, to 
the End of their Confirmation in Religion. Vour 
Lot is caſt in an evil Day. Iniquity abounds, the 
ul Lore of many waxes cold. Some are carry'd about 
ud with diverſe and ſtrange Dofrines k. Doctrines fo- 
ou reign to the Goſpel, uncompliant with its Na- 
my ture, and Genius. Some who ſeem'd to ſet out in the 
hat Spirit, have weary'd of well- doing, been led away 
in with the Error of the wicked |, of thoſe who ac- 
ted, as if they believ'd they were lawleſs. Theſe 


ich Things have happened for an Enſample. Be wiſe 

.it their Expence z take the Warning given you; 

ne he not high minded, but fear; remember that eſta- 

wil — | ws | 5 65 No 
z . — mn 

e *'rThel. iv, 1. * Heb. xiii, 9. Aida Tenha:s na} Goa 


LC) WP 2 Peter ill. 17. 4940100 


bliſhd 


' 


(24) 

bliſh'd as you may think your ſelves, you may be 
mov'd from your Stedfaſineſs : may run into Error 
in Judgment, and into Hereſies in Practice. 

If this ſhould prove the Caſe as to any of you, 
your Defections will do vaſt Diſcredit to Reli. 

ion, as your Sin will contract uncommon 
from the Advantages you enjoy. 

Youth is a Seaſon of Life in. which we are moſt 
in Danger of being vain, conceited, proud, un- 
fteady z, as theſe are Sins in themſelves, ſo they 
will expoſe to very many more. We muſt knoy 
our Danger to avoid it; and you fee I deal with 
the Plainneſs and Faithfulneſs of a Friend. G0 
refiſts the Proud, but gives Grace to the Humbl: 
Tf in attending this Exerciſe, you are ſenſible of 

our remaining Darknefs, and thankful for your 
Helps to cure it; you ſhall find your Acquaintance 
with divine Things, as the Morning Light which 
gradually encreaſes to the perfect Day. 
 Youlll attain what the Apoſtle calls all Riche 
of the full Aſurance of Underſtanding, to the A. 
knowledgment of the Myſtery of God, and of th 
Father, and of Chriſt*. It is not a ſmall Mercy 
that while others make Shipwrack of the Faith, 
which is often attended with the ſhipwracking 
good Conſcience, you have a ſound and ſettled Judy: 
ment in the Scripture Doctrines; and if with 1 
becoming Temper of Mind, you go on to recciv 
the Inſtructions given you here, you don't un: 


1 1 . —ͤ— — 


x. # 
_—_— 


Col. it. 2. eDeflæ ſignifies a filling, fulfilling, fulneſs, bu 
of what the ſubject Matter muſt declare. Here it ſigni WE 
Fulneſs of the Underſtanding of the Goſpel. i. e. a Knowle: Wi 
of more Propoſitions, whether Principles or Conſequents, andi 
greater Firmneſs and Clearneſs of Perſuaſton. Riches of Fut“ 


5 warrantably 4 


0 Fes 
Brarrantably hope that God will thus bleſs them 
E 0 you. Nt 


, A ain, ſee that theſe Helps are improved to 
i- our Eſtabliſhment in ſerious practical Godlinels. 


That your Lives may be aneven, continued Walk 
Bib God. For then only are we his Friends, when 
Eve hold on, doing whatſoever he commands. Lou 
have ſet out well, forgetting the Things that are be- 


/ Wind, preſs forward toward the Mark. You muſt 
a0 Wendure to the End if you wou'd bt ſaved, 
i 


I ſhall quickly have done, therefore 


IV. Habituate your Minds to think of the 
Certainty, and Nearneſs of Chriſt's coming. Faith 
nn antedate the awful Cataſtrophe, and repreſent 
othe Mind in an affecting Light, rhe Heavens paſe 
ng away with a great Noiſe, the Elements melting 
uh fervent Heat, the Earth, and the Works of 
i burning, and the compleat Diſſolution of the 
hole Nau of Nature. it will make us other 
Wort of Perſons than we are, in all holy Conver/a- 
ion and Godlineſs, to live under realizing Appre- 


A benſions of the account we muſt give, to him 
udg bat ſhall judge the orld in Righteouſne/i. We 
th 1 nall carefully avoid whatever wou'd then diſtreſs 


Ius, and cauſe that we ſhould give up that Ac- 
gount with Grief inſtead of Joy. Let not Youth, 
Health, Strength, tempt you to a Forgetfulneis 
of Death and Judgment. There's no Inconſiſtency 


T on <lag tally Sick, the Graves Java 
gui having the trueſt Enjoyment of the preſent Life. 


Puch only are happy, who are prepared for all 
Events. And if we die daily, are daily looking 
Wor, and haſting to the coming of the Day of God, 
bor us to live will be Chriſt, and to die will be Gain. 


1tably 


j 


(56) 


Tou will find a believing Regard to the Re. 

deemer's ſecond coming, a powerful Motive 1M by th 
univerſal Holineſs. What will contribute more WR 97471 
than a little to your Stability in the Faith ad wbie 
Obedience of the Goſpel. 2270 


Fifthly and Laſtly, be a praying Society, if you 
wou'd have the Exerciſe you attend bleſt to ſaving 
Purpoſes. Such as would build up themſelves i 
their holy Faith, mu pray in the Holy Ghif. 
Paul may plant, Apollos water, but the Eucreaſ 
comes from God. And for this be will be enquire 
of. Pray each of you for your ſelves, that Gol 
would help you to gro in Grace, as you do in Anon · 
Ledge. Pray for your Miniſters, that they my 

always come 10 you in the Abundance of the Bli 
fings of the Goſpel of Peace. Pray each for othe, 
and then hope. in God's Mercy; that he will oi 
all theſe Occaſions fill his Houſe with bis Glory; 
that there may not be wanting of your Socicty 
who ſhall be reckoned to the Lord for à Genen. 
A | 


Finally, my beloved Brethren, may the Father i 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant you, according to ii 
Riches of his Glory, to be ſtrengthened with Might 
by his Spirit, in the inner Man; that Chriſt ni 
dell in your Hearts by Faith; that ye ben; 
Yooted and grounded in Love, may be able to con. 
prehend with all Saints, what is the Breadth, ani 
Length, and Depth, and Height, and to know the Lov 
of Chriſt, which paſſes Knowledge. May you 4 
come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Know 
tedge of this Son of God, unto à perfect Mat, 
unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſi 
Chrj?: that ye be mo more Children, toſs'd to aw 


fro 
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ro, and carry'd about with every Wind of Doftrine, 
y the light of Men, and cunning Craftineſs where- 
iy they lie in Wait to deceive but ſpeaking the 
Truth in Love may grow up into him in all Things, 


© which is the Head, even Chriſt. 


To him be Glory, both now, and for ever. 
Amen. 
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